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Perspe ctive 
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and enjoined them .0 worsh.p H.m 
. Me of obedience to the D,»me Will. 

Allah is the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe and of 
human beings. Man must turn to Him for sustenance and 
guidance. The very word islam means obedience to God. In 
this respect, Islam is man’s natural religion—the only natural 
course is for man to look towards Him for guidance. 

The day Adam and Eve were spnt et... * .. 

Allah told them that they were Hiss Wn ° IVe on eart h, 

Master and Creator. Hefold them T 3nd He Was their 
course was for them to folfow u mankind tha t the best 
orders and to refrain f,„ Hls guidance i est 

>o them that He would b' ^ hat He had forbidde ^ is 

' urn He would reward * P ' eased d they oK G ° d Sa ' d 

Xpre «es hi s gra ^ e * o f the 0n Radio P al , 

—* 5 »aiS?ss* 


3 







. « m _ nd Eve invited their children to follow the Islamic 
A ° a if life They and their children and their later genera- 
Hnn\ followed the teachings of Islam as propounded by 
Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) for quite a long period of 
time It was onlv later on that certain people began dis¬ 
obeying Allah. Some of them began worshipping other gods 
of their own making, some of them regarded themselves as 
gods, while a few others even declared their freedom to do as 
they pleased—defying God's orders. This is how kufr 
(disbelief) came into being. Its essence lies in refusal to 
worship God—pursuing the path of defiance to the Creator. 


When kufr (disbelief) began to increase and multiply it 
affected the life of society in a number of ways. Exploitation, 
oppression, viciousness and immorality emerged in different 
forms. Life became intolerable. Allah then appointed some 
righteous people to preach the Message of Truth among the 
wrongdoers, invite them to the Right Path and convert them 
to God-fearing people—worshipping and obeying God 
Alone. In short, they were asked to perform a mission—to 
make people righteous and true Muslims. These noble 
people entrusted with this great mission were called Prophets 
or Messengers of Allah. Allah sent these Prophets to differ¬ 
ent nations and countries. All of them were honest, truthful, 
and people of noble character. All of them preached the 
same religion—Islam. To mention a few names—Noah, 
Abraham, Moses and Jesus. All of them were the Prophets of 
God and thousands of them were, over the centuries, sent 
into the world to guide mankind. 


In the history of the last few thousand years, one can see the 
recurrent arrival of Prophets whenever kufr (disbelief) in¬ 
creased and assumed menacing proportions. The Prophets 
tried to stop the tide of disbelief and invited people towards 
Islam. Some people adopted the Islamic way of life, but 


p le who fo |lovve ^ai e a nd°m oral 


- nod sent a Prophet 

irse of those long years, Isla tten by their 

Prophets, who restated! M Mul?amma d 

peebe^uponhim) who revived Islam in such an outstand¬ 
ing fashion that it still exists today and will c _ 

(God willing), till eternity. 


t continue to exist 


57i e CE P in et t^ U n bai T ad (peace be u P° n him ) born in 
Islam had no following in^rabia auhaff ^ Makkah - 

£ foll rng anywhere el e n ,hl "° r did 11 have 
races of teachings of the Mrt ? World - Although the 

behavi ou P ran d d ^ere i^T' Mor ai value°?' P of 

j&f S »»h was'th e “ 311 of '° s * 

ec °tIlefL 
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£ r °P'le?H l ° d "' ed n , d «>Sr c h C |"''*e„ , 



£?■ ;£>'* & ^ f ^ c ;; e T S f 

(tbsbeli^y ^"def^f 5 ®^ e n ^lar^.^^'th^V 
Worsh -p God!? p e '"'o 

W hen kuf , mh ° f ^Zl^£ 

ssims-s^ 

righteous neonl^? 6 lntolera We. AJIah^h!" 6 ^^ lndiff erent 
Wrongdoers .w/° f reach the Message ofT P ? h ° Inted some 

to God-feaC'pe* e r ° ,hc *M' W&SSS 

Alone. In short, they were'asked’ton 8 f nd obe t in s God 

make People riVhf^m ic j ° P er ^ orm a mission —to 

people emrusted wi hT ^ true Mus,Ims ' These „ob!e 
rsr trusted With this great mission were called Prophets 

or Messengers of Allah. Allah sent these Prophets to differ- 

ent nations and countries. All of them were honest, truthful, 

and people of noble character. All of them preached the 

same religion — Islam. To mention a few names—Noah, 

Abraham, Moses and Jesus. All of them were the Prophets of 

God and thousands of them were, over the centuries, sent 

into the world to guide mankind. 

In the history of the last few thousand^ a /^?^elief) in- 
recurrent arrival of Prophets whenev ^ r ^{ f he prophets 
creased and assumed ^nd invited people towards 
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others rejected it. The people who followed the Prophets 
became Muslims and, after learning higher ethical and moral 
disciplines from them, began to preach and spread nobility 
and goodness. Having forgotten the teachings of Islam, later 
generations of Muslims themselves gradually sank into dis- 
bel,ef. Whenever such a situation arose, God sent a Prophet 

Mes^lTeZfrL^ IS ' m ■ Tbis continuaI arnva/ of 
course of those longue™f jZ thousands of years. In the 
Gophers, who restated the M WaS reWved ty those 
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, noH, Wo fekupon, 


tr/ce ^g anSl*Arabia a ° t f t * rab ia ca/fe 6 ?™ Ml 
e,se in thl attim enor H y akk rt 
T G odat^^Peonf 6 ea 4 $* *°rtd. f ^^ave 

ssz 

talsp ° rs hip n f _^ mat* e nce t n u° rs ^P on e ^dnH 
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Having h epn „ 

Prophet Muhammad (ttace Mes j* nger 1,1 <* ; 

[nunicate God's Messaffml^ Up T bim) mcd,om 

b y in vitine them Z 8 u' S pcoplc in MMi,h Hl * 

Creator xrSi \a™ t0 worship none hut God-then * 
to nrp Master. People in general opposed him ante 

^ lrn f rom spreading Islam. He, however, cm 
inued his work with unflinching determination and dedw 

'T'u** ^ S a resu ^’ many honest people gathered round him 

They became his staunch supporters. The teachings ot ^ 
Messenger of God spread slowly hut surely outside fu v 11 
Makkah to Arabia at large. Those who had a reput^ 11 ^ 
honesty and moral excellence began to 
while opposition to them came from many ^ 

and vicious quarters. This continued for 1 j s j Jffl ** 
There was a gradual breaking °f n ^^ r °^ tnc side° 1ttu 
gaining a following all over Arabia 1 ls L y ^ M 
story . On the other hand, the defenders oW ^ 

people with vested interests and steeps T\hen^ cl [)£ 

were hardening their opposition s re ^uv'd. 
:onvens to Islam were presented. f m o* 

.ted, beaten, form red. 

Nevertheless, they remained firm a id fhc Mcs^ 
/lakkart elders devtsed a plot to ,/,r >'“ J 
,od in order to nip the Islamic nun eme 
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(A Hi 

M » d,n » h * ciiv some 4sn kilometres from Makkah, was 
'"re for Islam A number of people had 
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lohft|M0O|>tc inMdkkah M< began 
___ _ ,.;*rUitp nom but God then sole 

*irt triple in genet at opposed him and tried 
turn* spreading Islam Me, howevet. o»n 

_„ mitb utiftitk huiji determination anil dcdit* 

► a result Hiatts hoftcut people gathered round hull 
hr ^•tifh'ti mppovtcn 1 he ten hing* i 'l di* 
Lkm) ^tvad sdowlv but *urei\ out aide hi* n»l»vc 

ah* at Urge Iboia who hud ii reputation toi 

rtvttft. OurlU iu< tie gall to accept the l .»*tt 
mu to thnti came from mini ignorant 
garter* lhift continued for thirteen vears 
. t ..c-ial tweaking ot nc* ground ld* n ' ** 4 
Mtarihi *i i v< MitMi iho u oih *»dt 1 
»a utht* hand the defender* of the old older. 
& voted MUUUUMf lUQpid m lg n ‘ 1 il 
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>f people had 
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A number of 

** (nth Islamic teachings 
Jttt wmmq nr* %uppocter* evtr> day l eiders of the twt) 
ih»» imU % M Mftcfmih had nceptcd Islam and were ready 
f b< »f ifvrv jnd pr«>pi*rt> tor the cause of Islam. At 
* kp " HM !h< wjrtcdpUnninju> move to Madinah. 

'Urv-dtofWKi wt^hlu!! h l l^h“! m ‘ ,h ' ,he ncw V1us| ims 
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changing. Muslims were concentrating at one plac 
organizing a new society with its own government 6 Th d 
prospects of annihilating such a state, once it was fi 1 
entrenched, looked remote to them. The unbelievers f e - h 
that if the Muslims were allowed to gain momentum Jhev 
would become a great power. Consequently they hurried t 
band themselves together with a view to eradicating the 
embryonic Islamic government at Madinah The Makkan 
leaders lost no time in issuing a clarion call to their kith and 
kin and to all supporters of the old order in neighbouring 
towns and all over Arabia to rally round them to form a force 
which could crush the Muslims. They formed a band of 
cavalry which invaded Madinah and its environs time and 
again with all their military might. They, however, could not 
defeat the Prophet and his loyal supporters. In spite of all 
efforts on the part of the unbelievers, Islam contined to 
spread in Arabia. The good, honest folk continued to forsake 
kufr (disbelief) and come into the fold of Islam. 

Eventually, Islam gained a crowning success when the 
Prophet entered victoriously into Makkah—once the strong¬ 
hold of kufr. This all happened within eight years of the 
establishment of the Islamic State of Madinah. No sooner had 
Makkah submitted to the Islamic forces than the remaining 
hostile groups of unbelievers of Arabia began to surrender. 
Within the next year, the whole of Arabia accepted Islam an 
the Muslims established a powerful government over an area 
consisting of some twelve hundred thousand square mi es. 

Arabia had the most singular government of the time, ba sed 
as it was on the principle of the sovereignty of Go an ^ 
vicegerency (Khilafah) of man. The law of the a r the 
Islamic. The administration of the state lay in the an Q f 

honest and pious people. The country ha justice, 

violence, oppression, injustice or immorality. ’ Q f t he 

truth and honesty reigned supreme everywhere. 
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g Hi' 11 - 

) changed the 

» “'u.'Sled in the P“P le a he great mission 

R2-S- rSSStiSSS V Prophet 

SXTS three, after completing the 

:st mission of all time. 


The Companions of the Prophet took up the mission of th< 
Prophet after his death. They travelled to distant lands t( 
spread the Islamic teachings. They succeeded wherever the> 
went. Obstacles that stood in their way in spreading UUn 

T'Vendor,, f,„ m India a Sn T? 0 *^ The Muslim 

,he fac< 

"oblebehavinnT* lm P res sed by their „ ^ oun,r 'es the' 
Islam. Wherevenh^iw began to enter quk-H eXam P le anc 

they ook.h* 0 'u efolc 

,0t "»< K 'va st ^re i8n 

8re at esf 
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The Companions of the Prophet rendered yet another great 
service to mankind. This consisted in memorising the Qur’an 
and preserv ing it in its original form as it was revealed to the 
Prophet. Thev wrote down the Qur’an word for word and did 
not miss even a mark in its Arabic orthography. Today, we 
are most fortunate in having the Qur’an exactly as it was 
revealed to the Prophet, written and read in the same 
language and in the same diction as it was written and read in 
the time of the Prophet—about 1,400 years ago. 


Another important aspect of their work was to preserve and 
communicate to posterity the most detailed account of the 
Prophet's life, speeches, instructions, commands, morals and 
behaviour. These accounts by the Prophet's Companions are 
grouped together under the all-embracing title of the Sunnah 
or Hadith (Traditions of the Prophet). This is the greatest 
record ever preserved about the life and activities of a man 
and is a great blessing to every generation. For even after a 
lapse of 1,400 years after the Prophet’s death, people can still 
see and hear his teachings as the Companions of the Prophet 
saw and heard them during his lifetime. Now anybody can 
approach hadith literature and find out the Islamic point of 
view on any subject. He can learn how' to become obedient to 
God and what type of man is liked by God. 


1 he Qur’an and the Hadith are things of greatest importance 
to a Muslim. With their preservation and security (God has 
promised to secure and preserve them), Islam is protected for 
all time to come. In the days before the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him), Islam was forgotten again and again 
after being revived, owing to lack of the necessary care 
regarding the preservation and security of the earlier 
Revealed Books and the details of the lives of their Prophets. 
This was the reason why, after every Prophet, generations 
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ward* al,fe ' 

are b0,h n be revived and reC tra ditions 

The Isla^ way IheheV^h 60 ^"^ spirit wanes. 
Lin and again fres hness of ,ts het to revive 
?Lr. JO requires any new among 

SilSisThis is how ihe stream of Islam will 
continue to flow, refreshing the eternal thirst of mankind. 
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